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Introduction of the Curriculum Lab

Each of us at the curriculum lab have different roles, skills, educational backgrounds and experience
in the field. And we are all working towards the common goal of creating the best possible learning
environment and educational program for Kansai and Sakura International Schools. If you have any
questions about elements of the curriculum or the projects we are working on please feel free to talk
to any of the curriculum center staff. We all visit the schools on a regular basis and would be happy
to answer your questions.
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Teacher Evaluation ZEmsF(f curriculum center sends the final evaluation to the
teacher and arranges a face to face meeting with
One of the fundamental roles of the curriculum the curriculum coordinator to discuss the results
center staff is to engage in teacher observation for of the observation, to set goals for future
the purpose of professional development.These improvement, and to arrange necessary training for
observations are conducted in two basic forms: the teacher to improve their overall practice.
informal and formal. Informal observations are
conducted throughout the year and are essentially In addition to this, teachers, head teachers and
unscheduled visits to teachers classrooms.The school managers can request extra observations or
reason for these visits is to allow the curriculum training sessions based on special needs or
staff to see teachers teaching in their natural difficulties that arise during the school year. Itis
manner. The formal observations work hand in had worth noting as well that training and observation
with these and are conducted once per term for a sessions do not necessarily mean that there is a
total of three observations in the year.At this time problem or that the teacher is not up to standard.
two members of the curriculum staff will set a Rather our overall goal is teacher development.
schedule of observation and observe the teachers Teaching is a profession that requires constant
class to make a formal assessment. At this time we growth and constant change to keep up with the
grade the teacher in five areas: planning and every growing and change body of research in
preparation, instructional techniques, assessment educational practice as well neuro science, early
style’ classroom environment, and Professional childhood development, Iinguistics and information
responsibilities. Each of these areas are rated in a technology. In other words, the good teacher is
five point scale in a variety of sub categories.These always a student as well and it is our goal at Kansai/
grades are formulated by the observing staff Sakura International School to always help our
members based on the formal observation session, teaching staff keep up to date with the best and
the Previous informal observations and a most effective practices.This term's formal
curriculum staff meeting to discuss the contents of observations were be conducted the week of June

the observation. After this has been completed, the s through the 20",
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KIS/SIS Curriculum Lab Staff HhUFxa215LS5HKAY Y7

Supervisor | Mr. Kazuo Ihara

ELC Curriculum Coordinator ELCHYUF215L0—F1%R—%— Ms. Zoe Stockdale

K Curriculum Coordinator KAVFa25A0d—FT0R—5— Mr. Christopher Butler
G Curriculum Coordinator GHYFa1ZL—T14XR—5— Mr. Ted Grinewich
Curriculum Lab Staff HIF2TLTIRAT YT Mr. Sean Drew
Curriculum Lab Staff HIF2TLTIRAT YT Ms. Noriko Takada
Curriculum Lab Staff HIF2TLTIRAT YT Ms. Hiroko Fukuda

From Early Learning Center

The Teddy Bear and Mermaid classes welcome very young children (1 to 3years old) into the world of education,
providing a supportive and nurturing environment specially tailored to each individual child. We aim to challenge
_ and encourage both language and life skills through fun and interesting activities. Our
| curriculum is vast: not just focusing on the basic everyday language a very young child
needs, but consists also of Baby Sign Language, Math, Reading, General Knowledge,
English and Japanese language, in addition to cultivating and developing the child's
physical and emotional capabilities through games, social interaction, craft and play. And
of course, we have a lot of fun too!
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From Kindergarten

The Kindergarten program has created its curriculum based on the best practices of the
National Curriculum of England and Wales. There is a strong focus on the Letters and Sounds
system to help the students develop as confident English speakers. We focus the majority of
our program around the six areas of learning, those being; Personal, Social and Emotional
Development, Physical Development, Creative Development, Mathematical Development,
Knowledge and Understanding of the World and Communication Language and Literacy. The
learning objectives and activities give our students a range of experiences, taking into
consideration their learning needs, social and cultural backgrounds. The curriculum lab works
hard to ensure that the curriculum is kept up-to-date and relevant to the individual needs of
our students. The curriculum aims to provide a rich blend of academic, physical, social, artistic
and cultural activities. The students are immersed in all areas of the curriculum through structured play and focused
individual and group activities to help the student become a confident learner and active member of the classroom
community. The activities are planned around themes, which are changed every month. We hope to encourage all pupils to
strive for excellence, to be inquisitive, to support and tolerate the needs and differences of others and above all, to enjoy
learning.
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From Elementary School
An Invaluable Experience BHERERER

The elementary curricula being developed at Kansai International School,
| Nagata campus has been recently focusing on the student experience. Reflection upon
| current events, what has happened, and what will happen, gives students a unique
perspective on classroom taught academics. Students at the elementary level are able to
link specific experiences with learned concepts. However, at being such a young age,
children often lack the experiences that are needed to make these connections. For this
reason, the elementary teachers create lessons that not only teach academic concepts, but
also help give students the experiences that coincide with what students learn.

Each activity that helps students gain experience is planned with specific curriculum standards in mind. Off
campus learning excursions place students in real life settings, allowing them to apply, first hand, what they have
learned in school. In school lectures by experts allow students to hear the prospective and opinions of professionals
who work in the areas students are studying. Finally school projects and experimentation allow students to ask
questions and find answers to their own inquiries as they build research skills that they will use throughout their life.

Every bit of knowledge that we learn is like adding to a toolbox. Each tool is useful if used for the right problem
and in the right way. Knowing the name of each tool and applications in which each tool can be used is important.
However, without practice and experience of how to use each tool, knowing the names and applications of such tools is
useless. Therefore, like the above toolbox metaphor, we at Kansai International School, help students gain both
knowledge and experience—allowing each student to be aware of and effectively use the concepts we teach.
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